Mercer County Chorus Students:


Students, congratulations on being selected for this ensemble.  I look forward to working with you in February.  Knowing that many of you are involved in other PMEA festivals, your school’s musical, and countless other musical and academic endeavors, I understand that you are all very busy.  In order to make this festival a success, you need to come to the festival prepared.  Know all notes, rhythms, dynamics and be musically prepared so that we can spend our time together working on the ensemble’s overall sound and making real music out of these notes.  To help you accomplish that, I have reserved a part of my website for your use: www.helselmusic.com/mercercounty09.  Some of this site is ready to use and I will update the site as soon and as often as possible.  There, you can click on the song that you want to practice, and then click on your singing part, and hear either a downloadable mp3 or a scorch file that can be manipulated in tempo.  Don’t rely solely on this – please meet with your director to rehearse, and be sure to practice a capella since singing along with midi files tends to be un-human and unmusical.  However, I hope this tool will help you in your preparation.  I am confident that we are going to have a wonderful musical experience, and I’m looking forward to meeting you on February 27.  

Sincerely,

Bryan Helsel 

